2.6.22
Biblical Remedy for Mankind's Malady

Introduction
As we wake up today we bemoan the fact we are living in a collapsing world

(context please). Many believe, but will not say out loud we are headed for an
unprecedented global apocalyptic event or events. Ironically, Isaiah, Ezekiel, and
Joel the great ancient Hebrew prophets received Messianic and end-times
revelations and warnings 2,500 to 3,000 years ago. It was six hundred years before
Christ the Messiah when Daniel the visions and dreams prophet received a series of
cryptic apocalyptic ruach ha-kodesh (divine inspirations and revelations). The New

Testament writers (Gospels, Epistles, and Revelations) gave prophetic warning and
insight of similar events and natural catastrophes from which Christians have
shaped and taught end-times eschatology [theology concerned with death,
judgment, and the final destiny of the soul and of humankind] for two thousand
years. For active followers of Christ and those who look directly to God each day for
a moral compass and spiritual direction in what we think, say, and do, there is are
living God-breathed Words and Commands to help navigate worship of the Creator,
and our daily relationship with Him and the rest of humanity. These Words and
Commands are not obsolete. Certainly their context and conditions have changed but not their foundational content is now and forever unchangeable. In fact, we will
see that it is God's remedy for man's malady.

Reunion begins a relevant and contextual study of God’s Biblical remedies for the
unraveling of malady of present-day cultural and societal structures.

I don’t believe a responsible person of average character with a reasonably
intelligent, deductive, or logical mind believes that a toxic and unhealthy civilization
and society such as our own can sustain itself in ideological chaos, governed in
systemic corruption, while strategically legislating lawlessness on its own people.
Historically when a culture or society reaches the peak of Godlessness, Corruption,

Lawlessness, and Chaos three things can happen - they all lead to a collapse.



A nation-wide collapse responded to with repentance followed by
transformational and structural reform of moral and ethical ideology. Historical
models would be 16th and 17th century Europe and 19th and early to mid-20th
century America.



Brutal civil liberties revolution led by the blue-collar working class. (Farming,
Shipping, Trades and Repair, Travel, Manufacturing, Goods and Service)
Historical models would be both the American and French Revolutions.



A strategical deconstruction of the societal moral compass and nuclear family
through false forms of elitism, intellectualism, used to create intimidation, fear
and isolation of the masses of the weak, weary, and vulnerable. Followed by
demise multi-lateral societal collapse. Historical models would be Nazi Germany
and Marxist Russia.

Which of these if any, do you see as greater possibility of happening?

Institutional Reform; All Government Branches, Elementary -Intermediate-Higher
Education, Big-Tech Regulation, Churches and Non-Profit, Media, Sports and
Entertainment, Health Care

Reset of Ideological Balance; Save the Planet, Gender Fluidity, Cancel Culture, The
Unemployed Employed, Racial Injustice, Conception of Human Life

Reclamation of Founding Principles; as “the” Civil and Societal Moral and Ethical
Compass.

Where to Start?
It all starts within the American Church and its leadership - pastors, teachers, and
all ministry leaders. The government cannot legislate morality, righteousness, and
faithfulness. They neither have the right or the resources to do so. The role for
teaching the love and commands of God, and modeling a godly moral behavior

belongs to the Christian church and the redeeming power of the Holy Spirit. To do
what God has called and empowered us to do WE MUST STOP conforming to man's
world and begin immediately reforming to God's. Jesus said make disciples, teach
everything I have commanded you. That is where we begin.

Old Testament Law

Exodus 20:3-17

One: I am the Lord your God, Who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the
house of bondage. (The Reality of the Sovereignty of God)

Two: You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not make for yourself a
graven image, nor any manner of likeness of anything that is in heaven above, that
is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. You shall not bow

down to them, nor serve them. For I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting
the iniquity of the fathers upon the children of the third and fourth generation of
them that hate Me; and showing mercy unto the thousandth generation of them
that love Me and keep My commandments. (Mankind's Priority for God)

Three: You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain; for the Lord will
not hold him guiltless that takes His name in vain. (Honor and Respect for God the
Creator and Almighty)

Four: Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do
all your work; but the seventh day is a Sabbath unto the Lord your God. On it you

shall not do any manner of work—you, your son, your daughter, your man-servant,
your maid-servant, your cattle, and your stranger that is within your gates. For in six
days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea and all that is in them, and rested on
the seventh day; wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath Day, and hallowed it.
(Sanctity of a Day of Rest and Worship)

Five: Honor your father and mother, so that your days may be long upon the land
which the Lord your God gives you.

Six: You shall not murder. (Value of Human Life)

Seven: You shall not commit adultery. (Marital Fidelity, Fornication-Sexual Morality)

Eight: You shall not steal. (stealing what does not belong to you)

Nine: You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. (Lying and Truth
Telling)

Ten: You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor's
wife, his manservant, his maid-servant, his ox, his donkey, nor anything that is your

neighbor's. (Pride, Greed, and Lust)

New Testament Commands and Fulfillment

Matthew 5:1-12
Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down,

his disciples came to him. And he opened his mouth and taught them,
saying:
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
shall be satisfied.
“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven.
“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all
kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for

your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.

Matthew 5:17-20
Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have

not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. For truly, I say to you, until
heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the
Law until all is accomplished. Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least
of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be
called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does them and
teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. For I tell you,

unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you
will never enter the kingdom of heaven.

Matthew 22:34-40
But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they
gathered together. And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to
test him. “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?” And
he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as
yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and the
Prophets.”

John 13:34-35
A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I
have loved you, you also are to love one another. By this all people will
know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.

2.13.22
Biblical Remedy for Mankind's Malady
Part II - Laying Down the Law

Try and remember growing up as a kid back to the times when your parents or

parent "laid down the law." My parents were very much like Moses and the
Israelites - there was never a shortage on laws. The one difference was certainly
that I didn't need a tablet or book to remember the Isaac family laws - they were
recited and retold every day. Make no mistake I knew the law - they had real and
lasting consequences. I can remember most of them like it was yesterday.
No disrespect or talking back. No bad words or words that sounded bad. No lying

or stealing. No fighting with or antagonizing siblings. No misbehaving at school or
at church. No wearing shorts or jewelry in public. No going to the movie theatre. No
swimming with girls. No dancing. Eat everything on your plate before you can leave
the table. No play time without homework and chores completed. No talking
around adults unless first spoken to. No Rock Music. No TV movies that had any
swearing or bad language (apparently God gave some special dispensation for a
John Wayne movie). Absolutely no PDA with girlfriend or girls who were good
friends. No dating non-Christians. Absolutely no talking during church. There were a
litany of lesser-laws that are not even worthy of honorable mention that lay just
beneath the surface of my life-path waiting for me to step on them like a land mine
- and I did. Before my teenage years I had already intellectually and emotionally
reasoned why every last one of the Isaac Family Laws were wrong and unnecessary.
So, the law became my enemy and those who enforced it. Eventually, even though I
knew the law, I became embittered and shamed by the law, because I knew that I
had to break it before it could break me. I knew my parents loved me and that they

loved God, but could not understand how their laws supported or helped that. I
also in my heart knew that they laid down the law so that I would have a good
chance at becoming the person they hoped I could become. But for me back then
the law was just that - law. Rules, principles, guidelines, expectations, warnings,
moral codes and behavioral beliefs brought into existence by a mixture of Judeo-

Christian ideology, Biblical belief systems, and a limited understanding of
emotionally healthy and rational parenting. The Isaac Family Law. There to remind
me, there to slow me down, there to make me think of someone other than myself,
there to make me reason and grow up, there to frustrate and anger me, there to
humiliate me, there to break me - to break my pride and my stubborn will and
rebellious ways.

In retrospect, whether the Isaac Family Laws were completely right or wrong is no
longer relevant. All these years later, I know that they existed to keep me from
ruining myself before I could discover myself - so that I could have a future before I
had my end. To help me through the wilderness - reminding me each day who I
was, who I could not let myself become, and how desperately I needed to get where
I needed to go. I guess the true value of the Isaac Family Law wasn't that I always
kept or obeyed it, but more importantly that I would remember and never forget it.
Who it was that gave it, and why...

Laying it Down - Hebraic Traditions
On the morning of 6 Sivan, 49 plus 1 days (Pentecost) after having left Egypt, and six
days after they camped at the foot of Mount Sinai, the people of Israel awoke to
thunder and lightning and a deep, powerful horn (shofar) blast. As they approached
Mount Sinai, they saw a pillar of fire, a thick cloud at its peak. Trembling in awe and

fear, they gathered at the foot of the mountain as Moses ascended alone to the
top. According to the Hebrew oral tradition the Nether of Mt. Sinai moved up and
over the people and covered the people.

Against and apparently under this incredible backdrop, God spoke in an audible

voice the entire Ten Commandments all together in one moment. He then went on
to repeat them to the people one commandment at a time. After the first two
commandments, He enabled Moses to transmit the remaining eight
commandments to them in a Godly, powerful voice of authority. After each
commandment, the entire Jewish people fell as if dead from the intensity of the
Divine voice, and God subsequently brought them back to life. After that, the

people asked that Moses act as an intermediary for them, communicating with God
on the mountain and then conveying God’s will to them.

The reverberations of this communication went much further than Sinai. The
Hebraic tradition proclaims that the whole earth itself trembled as God
communicated His presence and commandments to mankind.

(Significance of mountains being moved, the symbolic covering for the Hebrew wedding
and marriage covenant, 50 days from resurrection of Christ the fulfillment of the law to
the covering of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost)

Why Ten Commandments?
God created the world with ten utterances (Genesis). There were then 10
generations from Adam to Noah, and another 10 generations from Noah’s son
Shem to Abraham, whose progeny (descendent) would be saved from Egypt by 10

plagues and go on to accept the Ten Commandments at Sinai. See the pattern
there? The entire purpose of creation was to set the stage for the performance of
precepts and principles, as represented by the Ten Commandments.

The Symmetry of the Ten Commandments

The Ten Commandments were carved on two tablets, so let us visualize them as
being laid out as follows:

TABLET ONE

TABLET TWO

1. I am the Lord your God.

6. You shall not murder.

2. You shall have no gods before Me

7. You shall not commit adultery.

3. You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain.

8. You shall not steal.

4. Remember the Sabbath Day, to keep it holy.

9. You shall not bear false witness.

5. Honor your father and mother.

10. You shall not covet.

Note that we can read the commandments down each tablet, or we can read them
from side to side. This Midrash (Hebrew Scripture attached to Biblical Text) provides
the connection:

Commandments 1 and 6: Every human is created in the image of God, so murder
is an offense to the Creator.

Commandments 2 and 7: When one worships a deity other than God, it is as akin
to adultery (infidelity or unfaithfulness). God is our loving spouse (and much more).

Commandments 3 and 8: A person may feel that stealing is only between him and
the victim, but it is also a crime against God, whose name will ultimately be taken
falsely.

Commandments 4 and 9: Through keeping Shabbat, we testify that God created
the world in six days and rested on the seventh. When one disregards Shabbat, he
testifies falsely about the Divine origin of the universe.

Commandments 5 and 10: The juxtaposition of jealousy and honoring parents tell
us that one who lusts after that which is not his, will ultimately give birth to a child
who curses his parents and honors others instead.

God is in the Details
Looking at the two tablets, you’ll notice that in addition to the commandments on

the second tablet being much shorter, the subject is different than the
commandments on the first tablet. The commandments on the first tablet are
about spiritual matters, between man and the Creator. The commandments on the
second tablet, however, seem to be about material matters, with no apparent
connection to God or spiritual pursuits. In fact, while every one of the first five
commandments includes God’s name, His name is not mentioned once in the
second set of five.

Yet all the commandments are given equal weight, because embedded in these
simple acts of decency is the formula for God’s plan for the world. Indeed, if you
add up all the (Hebrew) words on the second tablet, you’ll arrive at the number 26,
the numerical value of God’s ineffable name. Below the surface, God is as present
in this set of commandments as He is in the ones where He is overtly mentioned.
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God’s Remedy for Man’s Malady
Laying Down the Law (Part III)

Conclusion


God Gave the Law so that His People Would Always Know Who He Is and
Thereby Know Who They Were



God Gave the Law so that Worshipping Him Only Would Be Their First Priority



God Gave the Law so that the People Would Value Not Only the Creator, But
His Creation



God Gave the Law so that the People Would Value and Regard One Another



God Gave the Law as a Promise for the Protection and Preservation of
Human Life

As the people’s love for themselves and the created increased (self-worship and
self-pleasure) and their love for God the Creator decreased (godlessness) the
people became corrupt in their thinking and then became lawless in their actions.

The result was chaos, confusion, and futile thinking. The prosperity, protection, and
preservation that came in keeping the law had collapsed and the people of the
promise were rejected by God and scattered across the nations - they were a

people without a home - homeless. Listen to how the Paul the author of the letter
to the Roman church describes it.

Romans 1:18-32
For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness
and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress
the truth.[19] For what can be known about God is plain to them,
because God has shown it to them. [20] For his invisible attributes,
namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have
been made. So they are without excuse. [21] For although they knew
God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they
became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.
[22] Claiming to be wise, they became fools, [23] and exchanged the
glory of the immortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds
and animals and creeping things.

[24] Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of their hearts to impurity,
to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves, [25] because they

exchanged the truth about God for a lie and worshiped and served the
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.

[26] For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable passions. For
their women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to
nature; [27] and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women
and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing
shameless acts with men and receiving in themselves the due penalty
for their error.

[28] And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them
up to a debased mind to do what ought not to be done. [29] They were
filled with all manner of unrighteousness, evil, covetousness, malice.
They are full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, maliciousness. They are
gossips, [30] slanderers, haters of God, insolent, haughty, boastful,
inventors of evil, disobedient to parents, [31] foolish, faithless,
heartless, ruthless. [32] Though they know God’s righteous decree that

those who practice such things deserve to die, they not only do them
but give approval to those who practice them.

In 724 B.C. Assyrian king Sargon II and his son and successor, Sennacherib, finished
the demise and deportation of the ten tribes of Israel's from the Northern Kingdom
by capturing and destroying its capitol city of Samaria. To this day there has never
been a significant return of the dispersed Jewish people to that homeland. The
Jewish/Samaritan Mount Gerazim Temple was completely destroyed and would
later be excavated. Assyria re-populated the region and the city of Samaria with
Gentiles.

In 587 B.C. The great Babylonian King Nebuchadnezzar II, in his strategic plan to
possess critical trade routes to Egypt attacked and destroyed the city of Jerusalem,
the capitol city of the Southern Kingdom of Judah. With the exception of a few older
members of the temple priesthood, the entire Kingdom’s Monarchy and the Temple
Sanhedrin were led into Babylonian captivity. Solomon’s great temple was
destroyed and burned.

The diaspora or return of the Jewish people living outside of modern
Israel/Palestine continues to this day…

The common connection between the collapse and destruction of the two
kingdoms of the people of Israel between the 725 and 587 B.C reads like this. They

became Godless, they then became corrupt, as a corrupt nation they soon became
lawless, and as a lawless people they faced great chaos and confusion as to who
they were and where they had come from - and then they collapsed and were
quickly overtaken and scattered.

One: I Am the Lord Your God
Two: You Shall Have No Other Gods Before Me.
Three: You Shall Not Take the Name of the Lord Your God in Vain
Four: Remember the Sabbath Day, to Keep it Holy.
Five: Honor Your Father and Mother
Six: You Shall Not Murder.
Seven: You shall not commit adultery.
Eight: You Shall Not Steal.
Nine: You Shall Not Bear False Witness Against Your Neighbor
Ten: You Shall Not Covet

3.13.22
God's Remedy for Man's Malady
Fulfilling the Law

Matthew 5:1-12

Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down,
his disciples came to him.
2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying:
3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted.
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.

6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they
shall be satisfied.
7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.
10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter
all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice and be
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the
prophets who were before you.

Introduction
What are the Beatitudes? What is the Sermon on the Mount? The simple answer is the
Beatitudes or Sermon on the Mount were the pre-cursor to Christ publicly revealing

Himself as the fulfillment of the Law and the sole source of the New Covenant. I like
to call it the end of the beginning and the beginning of the end.

The extended explanation is that they are original Biblical terms used frequently in
Christian teaching or discipleship to describe the message of Jesus as told in the

Matthew's Gospel chapter 5:3-12. This virtue based message was intended to lead
the hearer not only to an deeper understanding of the nature and expectations of
the Kingdom of Heaven, but also the clear and opened pathway to an eternal life
with God under the new covenant through Christ Jesus, the Messiah.

Jesus spoke that day to a diverse multi-racial, multi-cultural, multi-lingual crowd of

over five thousand men, women and children who had gathered near the shoreline
of the Sea of Galilee about 12 miles south of the ancient city of Capernaum.

Although there are only nine of the Beatitudes, Jesus taught the people for the
greater portion of that day on a number of critical and revolutionary ideas and
principles that would now become the commands and expectations for those
whose faith and hope rested in God.

Salt and Light - Fulfilling the Law - Anger - Lust - Divorce Oaths - Retaliation Loving Your Enemies - Generosity/Giving to the Needy - How to Pray - How to
Prioritize - How to Manage Anxiety and the Cares of Life - Judging Others What is Appropriate to Ask God For - How to Treat Others - How and Where to
Build Your Faith

Listen to how Matthew sets up how and why this historical sermon and event took
place.

Matthew 4:23-25
And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and

proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and
every affliction among the people. 24 So his fame spread throughout all
Syria, and they brought him all the sick, those afflicted with various
diseases and pains, those oppressed by demons, those having seizures,
and paralytics, and he healed them. 25 And great crowds followed him
from Galilee (northern Israel, southern Lebanon) and the Decapolis (10

cities of the Galilean region), and from Jerusalem and Judea, and from
beyond the Jordan.

The Beatitudes are a group of “blessed are” statements that Jesus used to open His
Sermon on the Mount in Matthew 5:3–12. You could say this was the true and
righteous virtue signaling. The word “beatitude” does not originate during or
around the time of Jesus or even the first or 2nd century Church but rather the
term originates from the 3rd century Latin word beatitudo. They are also called
macarisms, a label that corresponds to the original Greek word typically translated
as “blessed” (μακάριος, makarios) that begins each of the nine beatitudes that Jesus
taught.

Most Biblical theologians believe that the Beatitudes originate from Jesus Himself no kidding. I find it interesting that in contextual and historical study of the text,
that nearly half of the beatitudes are paradoxical (seem to be a contradiction but in

reality are both true: blessed are the poor, blessed are those who mourn, blessed are
the meek, blessed are those who hunger, and blessed are those who are persecuted.
They are Paradoxical in the sense that how does one consider it a blessing to be
poor, to be hungry, to mourn, to be meek or weak, or to be persecuted? (More on
that later)

Let's start with defining in context the star word of the Beatitudes. Blessed

Word Meaning:

Blessed [Greek]
In the original context in its Greek form the word "blessed' denotes the

transcendent happiness of a life beyond care, labour and death, extols human
happiness; possession and happiness are inseparably connected here; one who has
a good spirit; a leading philosophical term for inner happiness; one who is provided
or favored with a happy destiny.

Blessed [Judaism]
a person or persons who have had a distinctive and direct experience with or from
God; one who has known and followed the will and commands of God; one who
has received promises from God as the Giver of all blessedness; the fullness of life
as it relates first to earthly blessings, a good wife, children, beauty, honor, wisdom,
reputation; God’s will is known to His people Israel; this is its privilege and the basis
of its blessedness; the one who trusts in God, who hopes and waits for Him, who
fears and loves Him; inner happiness not subject to life circumstances, tribulation,
trial, or earthly difficulty.

(Friedrich Hauck and Georg Bertram, “Μακάριος, Μακαρίζω, Μακαρισμός,” ed. Gerhard
Kittel, Geoffrey W. Bromiley, and Gerhard Friedrich, Theological Dictionary of the New
Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1964–)
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Word Meaning:

Blessed [Greek]
In the original context in its Greek form the word "blessed' denotes the
transcendent happiness of a life beyond care, labour and death, extols human
happiness; possession and happiness are inseparably connected here; one who has
a good spirit; a leading philosophical term for inner happiness; one who is provided
or favored with a happy destiny.

Blessed [Judaism]
a person or persons who have had a distinctive and direct experience with or from
God; one who has known and followed the will and commands of God; one who
has received promises from God as the Giver of all blessedness; the fullness of life
as it relates first to earthly blessings, a good wife, children, beauty, honor, wisdom,
reputation; God’s will is known to His people Israel; this is its privilege and the basis
of its blessedness; the one who trusts in God, who hopes and waits for Him, who
fears and loves Him; inner happiness not subject to life circumstances, tribulation,
trial, or earthly difficulty.

(Friedrich Hauck and Georg Bertram, “Μακάριος, Μακαρίζω, Μακαρισμός,” ed.
Gerhard Kittel, Geoffrey W. Bromiley, and Gerhard Friedrich, Theological Dictionary
of the New Testament (Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1964–)

The First Beatitude

Matthew 5:3
"Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the Kingdom of heaven"

To begin with, it is important to take note of how this sermon/teaching opens. No
one had heard any Rabbi teach like this. Christ began not by condemning and
cursing the wicked, but by proclaiming blessings and benedictions on faithful caring - loving - serving people - genuine followers. This would come to characterize
the new message of the Kingdom of God - the message of Jesus. This would
become Jesus being Jesus - leading His followers forward - making a way to move

away from personal pre-occupations, pre-suppositions, and the obsession we have
with ourselves and with our feelings. Away from selfish and self-focused emotion...
Nothing more than feelings. Moving followers towards mercy, compassion,
peaceful, righteous, pure hearted. This message astounded the people because it
was not like the message of judgment and condemnation they and those before
them had walked in for centuries. It wasn't that judgment was no longer reality - it
was that love, mercy, and the righteous goodness of God would now come first.
Very strange.

Isaiah 28:21, 22
For the LORD will rise up as on Mount Perazim; as in the Valley of
Gibeon he will be roused; to do his deed—strange is his deed! and to
work his work—alien is his work! Now therefore do not scoff, lest your
bonds be made strong; for I have heard a decree of destruction from
the Lord GOD of hosts against the whole land.

John 1:17
For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through
Jesus Christ.

How strange then is the next word, "blessed or happy are the the poor in spirit"?
Who, previously, had ever regarded them as the blessed ones of earth? And who,
outside true believers, does so today? These opening words signal the arrival of the
fulfillment of the law and the departure of the religion of men. All Christ’s
subsequent teaching carry this message: it is not what a man does - but what he is

and who he is that matters most in the Kingdom of God.

What does it mean to be poor in spirit?
It is the opposite of arrogant, self-assertive, and self-sufficient attitude and elitist
mind-set that the world embraces and rewards. It is also the very reverse of that
independent and defiant attitude that refuses to bow to God, that foolishly
determines to defy and rebel - that says with Pharaoh, "Who is the Lord, that I
should obey His voice" (Exodus 5:2).

Poor in spirit is to realize that apart or separated from Christ - I have nothing, I am
nothing, and I can do nothing, and I have need of all things. Poverty of spirit
becomes evident in a person when he or she is returns to the dust before God to
acknowledge human frailty and mortal limitations - a healthy helplessness. It is the
first experiential evidence of God's work of grace within the soul, and indicates the

awakening of the prodigal son in the far country when he "began to be in want"
(Luke 15:14).”

Poor in spirit is one who is not wise in his own eyes, or driven with pride. One who
knows his or her place in and with Christ and is secure and confident in that place.

There are circumstances and experiences that feel better in a moment or minute of
time, but God knows how to bring us back. And in His faithfulness and love He will
do so, for the place of humble selflessness before God is the place of blessing for
His followers and true believers. How to cultivate this God-honoring spirit is
revealed by Jesus.

Matthew 11:28-29
Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest.
Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls.

Poor in spirit is blessed because the true follower takes on a new attitude and
mind-set that is opposite of that which was his or hers by nature. Poor in spirit is
the first sure evidence that God's grace is at work within. His work in the true
follower causes one to look outside of him or herself for value and self-worth
because we are valued and given our self-worth in Christ Jesus as a family member
of the Kingdom of heaven.

Poor in spirit is a consciousness of one’s emptiness and the nagging need for
something bigger, better, and other than ourselves (the active working of the Holy
Spirit) within the human heart, mind and soul.

Isaiah 64:6
We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds
are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities,
like the wind, take us away.

That is indeed a life-changing revelation and is typically followed with an awakening
to the reality that even my best days in and of myself - done for myself are
unacceptable (actually an abomination) to the righteousness of God the Father. So,
one who is poor in spirit is also living in the reality that what we deserve from God
for who we are and how we have lived and what we have done with the gift of life is
overwhelmed by the love and mercy we have freely received in Christ Jesus.

Poor in spirit is certainly not a negative expression of our faith - but rather a
positive sign of spiritual depth and much needed understanding of God's best and
intended uses for His provision and the reasons for His strange or paradoxical
system of value. It is the final realization that we end up nowhere with our
worthless wanderings and our inflated sense of self-worth before Christ and our
journey of purpose-filled faith in Him. It is the work of the Spirit emptying the heart
of self, that so Christ may fill it with the heart of Him.

Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.
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3.27.22
God's Remedy for Man's Malady
Fulfilling the Law - Matthew 5:4

We continue our series, God's Remedy for Mankind's Malady. It is our belief that

God has provided since the "beginning" a remedy for mankind's natural processes those processes that are without order, values, moral and ethical behavior. We
have unpacked the ideas of God "laying down the law" through the Ten
Commandments to ancient Israel, and their relevancy to our present day life. We
can certainly see there is a common theme among modern evangelicals that is
strangely similar to that of our present day secular culture. A similarity that says,

"those laws are phobic, rigid, racist, and culturally irrelevant." So… we walked
through the realities of a world where there is no faith or belief in a sovereign
Divine power or Monotheistic Creator - a world without lawful moral or ethical
boundaries or any consequences for lying, stealing, murdering, and complete
sexual impropriety and the de-genderization of a society. Oh wait... that's our
world. The world where you do you - and I do me. We learned that a godless world
becomes a corrupt world - a corrupt world becomes a lawless world - a lawless
world becomes a chaotic world - a chaotic world becomes a frightened world - a
frightened world collapses in on itself. I GUESS THE LAW THAT GOD LAID DOWN IS
MAYBE NOT SO OBSOLETE AFTER ALL - MAYBE INCOMPLETE?

We believe that Christ Jesus as He said, did not come to abolish the Torah law of
Moses, but He is indeed not only the fulfillment of the Law of God, but also the
completion of the law - what the Bible calls the author and finisher of faith. The Ten
Commandments - 613 laws all fulfilled and completed one sentence - “I give you

and new commandment, that you love one another.” To put a practical application
to that command Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first
commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbor as yourself. On
these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets.”

People who can do that seem rare and exceptional, so we asked what kind of
people are capable of such focus and depth of love?

Jesus answered that question for us in Matthew 5:3-12, when He opened his mouth
and taught them saying, “Blessed are…”

Which leads us to where we begin today - verse 4 chapter 5 of Matthew from the
Sermon on the Mount (The Beatitudes).

The Second Beatitude

Mathew 5:4
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted."

I think we all can agree that mourning is not a welcome or desired emotion to the
proud and fragile human nature. It grand scheme of mortality it represents the
sadness and sorrow of finality, grieving the end, or loss of someone or something
valued, loved or at the very least respected. Very often from that sorrow and
sadness our human instincts are to pull back or close off from loving and being
loved. It is human nature to seek the environment and existence of positivity,

pleasure, or the climate of approval and acceptance and that which we have
defined for ourselves as happiness.

However, as we said earlier, at the time Jesus taught His Beatitude sermon, the
message and meaning were an anomaly to the unrepentant, and even more

astounding, unfamiliar, and hopeful for those who were just seeking a better way to
live and love.

Again, there is the paradox;
If "blessed" why do they "mourn"?
If "mourning" how can they be called "blessed"?

Only the follower of Christ who has experienced the grace, mercy, and limitless love
from a sovereign God can understand this paradox. No one from the temple had
ever taught or spoken blessings over the poor in spirit, or those who mourned - not
since Isaiah the great prophet.

Isaiah 35:10
Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble knees. Say to
those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not! Behold, your God
will come with vengeance, with the recompense of God. He will come
and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears
of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the
tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the
wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a
pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals,

where they lie down, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. And a
highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the
unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the
way; even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. No lion shall be
there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be

found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of
the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and
sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

The more we consider and the more we disect/exegete our text to our present day

context, the more we are convinced the same is true of His Beatitude message
today.

"Nobody’s preaching or teaching like this in our world today.”

"Blessed [happy] are they that mourn is an expression that contradicts the logic of
those who do not possess a strong biblical worldview. Common thought has always
connected a person’s happiness to the prosperity of one’s temporal success, fame,
and financial wealth or living the dream or good life.

We have gotten it all wrong.

Christ says that happy/blessed are those who are poor in spirit and those who
mourn.

What?

No one wanting to grow a church, build a ministry, create a brand, attract followers,
teaches or preaches like that.

It should be obvious that Jesus was not including every definition and use of the
word mourning. His context and definition is not what anyone wants to hear. Let’s
take a look for ourselves.

[Mourning]

2 Corinthians 7:10
For godly grief produces a repentance that leads to salvation without
regret, whereas worldly grief produces death.

The mourning for which Christ promises comfort has to be correctly connected to
that which is spiritual. The mourning that is blessed is the result of a realization of
God’s distinct ways for loving and living and the goodness that exposes the
depravity of our human nature (without God) and the spiritual damage we cause
with our ungodly and self-feeding, self-pleasing behavior.

Here it is.

The mourning for which Christ promises comfort is a sorrowing over our sins
with a godly sorrow.

What does that mean?

The eight Beatitudes are arranged in four pairs and a plus one - so, nine. [more on
that later]

We started with verse 3, defining “the poor in spirit” in the context of Jesus teaching
as those who have been awakened to a sense or the reality of their own humanity
apart from God - limited, destructive, meaningless, consuming, and empty.

So the transition from “poor in spirit” to”mourning” is an easy pairing to follow. So
the first pair of the beatitudes is in verses 3, and 4 - the poor in spirit and those who

mourn.

Defining “Mourning” in the Context of Jesus Teaching

The mourning of verse 4 is not the same as bereavement, affliction, or loss. It is
mourning for sin - you morning yours, and me morning mine.

Like we said, nobody teaches or preaches like that anymore.

It is mourning over the felt weight and reality of our true spiritual state of being,
and over the sinful behavior and wrong thinking that has all but destroyed our way
of living and damaged our spiritual lives and the lives of those we love.

Mourning over the very morality in which we have boasted and custom fit for
ourselves, the arrogant self-righteousness in which we have trusted; mourning for

rebellion against God, and defiant hostility to His will; and such mourning always
goes side by side with a healthy consciousness of our poverty of spirit.

An excellent illustration and contrast for this is found in Luke 18:9-14 and Psalms
40:12-17. In this illustration there is a vivid contrast to challenge our view. First, we

are shown a self-righteous Pharisee looking up toward God and saying, "God, I
thank You that I am not like other men are, fraudulent, conman, adulterers, or even
like our corrupted politicians. I show up to church for an hour a week, I give tithing,
donate food and clothing when mine get old or I no longer like.” This may all have
been true as he looked at it, yet this man went down to his house as a condemned
man. Why? His fine garments were rags (pride), his white robes were filthy

(arrogance), though he knew it not (ignorance).

Then we are shown the politician, standing afar off, who, in the language of the
Psalmist, was so troubled by his iniquities that he was not able to look up (Psalm
40:12). “For evils have encompassed me beyond number; my iniquities have
overtaken me, and I cannot see; they are more than the hairs of my head; my heart
fails me.” In a moment of clarity and honesty, he became conscious of the
overwhelming amount of corruption within, so he cried, "God be merciful to me a
sinner."

Psalm 40:17, “As for me, I am poor and needy, but the Lord takes thought for me.
You are my help and my deliverer; do not delay, O my God!”

That man went down to his house justified and forgiven, because he was poor in
spirit and mourned (conscious and honest regret -godly sorrow, genuinely sorry)
over his sin.

Here, then, are the first birthmarks of the children of God. He who has never come

to be poor in spirit and has never known what it is to really mourn for sin, though
he belong to a church or be an office-bearer in it, has neither seen nor entered the
Kingdom of God. How thankful the Christian reader ought to be that the great God
condescends to dwell in the humble and contrite heart! This is the wonderful
promise made by God even in the Old Testament (by Him in whose sight the
heavens are not clean, who cannot find in any temple that man has ever built for

Him, however magnificent, a proper dwelling place—see Isa. 57:15 and 66:2)!

“Blessed are they that mourn." Though the primary reference is to that initial
mourning commonly called conviction of sin, it is by no means to be limited to that.
Mourning is ever a characteristic of the normal Christian state. There is much that
the believer has to mourn over. The plague of his own heart makes him cry, "O
wretched man that I am" (Romans 7:24). The unbelief that "doth so easily beset us"
(Hebrews 12:1) and sins that we commit, which are more in number than the hairs
of our head, are a continual grief to us. The barrenness and unprofitable-ness of
our lives make us sigh and cry. Our propensity to wander from Christ, our lack of
communion with Him, and the shallowness of our love for Him cause us to hang
our harps upon the willows. But there are many other causes for mourning that
assail Christian hearts: on every hand hypocritical religion that has a form of
godliness while denying the power thereof (2 Tim. 3:5); the awful dishonor done to
the truth of God by the false doctrines taught in countless pulpits; the divisions

among the Lord’s people; and strife between brethren. The combination of these
provides occasion for continual sorrow of heart. The awful wickedness in the world,
the despising of Christ, and untold human sufferings make us groan within
ourselves. The closer the Christian lives to God, the more he will mourn over all that
dishonors Him. This is the common experience of God’s true people (Ps. 119:53; Jer.

13:17; 14:17; Ezek. 9:4).

They shall be comforted…

By these words Christ refers primarily to the removal of the guilt that burdens the
conscience. This is accomplished by the Spirit’s application of the Gospel of God’s

grace to one whom He has convicted of his dire need of a Savior. The result is a
sense of free and full forgiveness through the merits of the atoning blood of Christ.
This Divine comfort is "the peace of God, which passeth all understanding"
(Philippians 4:7), filling the heart of the one who is now assured that he is "accepted
in the Beloved" (Ephesians 1:6). God wounds before healing, and abases before He
exalts. First there is a revelation of His justice and holiness, then the making known
of His mercy and grace.

“The words "they shall be comforted" also receive a constant fulfillment in the
experience of the Christian. Though the mourner processes through his excuses
and failures, confessing them to God, yet he is comforted by the assurance that the
blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses him from all sin (1 John 1:7). Though he
groans over the dishonor done to God on every side, yet is he comforted by the
knowledge that the day is rapidly approaching when Satan shall be cast into hell
forever and when the saints shall reign with the Lord Jesus in "new heavens and a

new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness" (2 Peter 3:13). Though the
chastening hand of the Lord is often laid upon him and though "no chastening for
the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous" (Hebrews 12:11), nevertheless,
he is consoled by the realization that this is all working out for him "a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory" (2 Corinthians 4:17). Like the Apostle

Paul, the believer who is in communion with his Lord can say, "As sorrowful, yet
alway rejoicing" (2 Corinthians 6:10). He may often be called upon to drink of the
bitter waters of Marah, but God has planted nearby a tree to sweeten them. Yes,
mourning Christians are comforted even now by the Divine Comforter: by the
ministrations of His servants, by encouraging words from fellow Christians, and
(when these are not to hand) by the precious promises of the Word being brought

home in power by the Spirit to their hearts out of the storehouse of their
memories.

“They shall be comforted." The best wine is reserved for the last. "Weeping may
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning" (Psalm 30:5). During the long
night of His absence, believers have been called to fellowship with Him who was the
Man of Sorrows. But it is written, "If... we suffer with Him.., we [shall] be also
glorified together" (Romans 8:17). What comfort and joy will be ours when shall
dawn the morning without clouds! Then "sorrow and sighing shall flee away"
(Isaiah 35:10). Then shall be fulfilled the words of the great heavenly voice in
Revelation 21:3, 4: "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will
dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with
them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes;
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall
there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away."

.
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5.1.22
God’s Remedy for Man’s Malady
Blessed are Those Who Mourn (Continued)

“Mourning” in the Context of Jesus Teaching

The mourning Jesus speaks of in verse 4, is not the same as what we have come to
know as bereavement, affliction, or loss. Although it can include the grieving the
context and meaning for Jesus teaching is a mourning for our sin - you mourning
yours, and me mourning mine.

Nobody's teaching or preaching like this in our world today.

It is a mourning over the felt responsibility and reality of our true spiritual state of
being without a surrender to Jesus; mourning over the sinful behavior and wrong
thinking that has all but destroyed our way of living and damaged our spiritual lives
and the lives of those we love.

It is a mourning over the very morality and ethics in which we have boasted and
custom built for ourselves, the arrogant self-righteousness in which we have
trusted; mourning for our rebellion against God, and our defiant hostility to His will.
It is interesting to note that mourning (godly sorrow) always goes hand in hand with
a spiritually healthy understanding and meaning for poverty of spirit.

An excellent illustration and contrast for this is found in Luke 18:9-14, and can be
paired with Psalms 40:12-17.

First, we are shown a self-righteous Pharisee looking up toward God and saying,
‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even
like this tax collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.

Then we see the tax collector standing far off, who would not even lift up his eyes to

heaven, but in a moment of clarity and honesty, he became so conscious of the
overwhelming amount of corruption within him that he beat his chest and cried
out, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner! Jesus says of him, “I tell you, this man went down
to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

We can pair this with Psalms 40, where the Psalmist, was so troubled by his own
iniquities that he too was not able to look up. Psalm 40:12, “For evils have
encompassed me beyond number; my iniquities have overtaken me, and I cannot see;
they are more than the hairs of my head; my heart fails me.”

Psalm 40:17 goes on, “As for me, I am poor and needy, but the Lord takes thought for
me. You are my help and my deliverer; do not delay, O my God!”

Here then are the spiritual birth certificates of the true children of God. The one
who has never been poor in spirit or never known the godly sorrow that leads to
repentance through a contrite mourning for sin, can neither see nor enter the
Kingdom of God - regardless of belonging to a church or having a title in it.
The true follower of Jesus should be mindful and thankful that God Almighty
humbled and lowered Himself to dwell in the broken and contrite heart! This is the
wonderful promise made by God even in the Old Testament - by Him in whose sight

the heavens are not clean, who cannot find in any temple that man has ever built
for Him, however magnificent, a proper dwelling place...

Isaiah 57:15 and 66:2
For thus says the One who is high and lifted up, who inhabits eternity,

whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place, and also with
him who is of a contrite and lowly spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly,
and to revive the heart of the contrite.

All these things my hand has made, and so all these things came to be,
declares the LORD. But this is the one to whom I will look: he who is

humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my word.

“Blessed are they that mourn."
The primary reference is to the initial mourning and godly sorrow that is commonly
connected with conviction of the Holy Spirit. However, sorrow for sin is certainly not
limited only to conviction. The mourning Jesus taught that day by Galilee, is forever
characteristic of normal and expected Christian living. It is God’s way of
continuously moving us forward away from our flesh and into His Spirit!! That is the
journey we want be on - but it requires humility and a conscience and heart turned
toward surrender the the ways and values of the Kingdom of God. So, in that
context, the truth is that we Christians have a lot to mourn over.

Romans 7:24, "O wretched man that I am". The unbelief that "does so easily surround
us" Hebrews 12:1, and sins that we commit, which are more in number than the
hairs of our head, are and should be a continual grief to us.

It is the process - it is the struggle.

Listen to how the writer of Hebrews admonishes the follower of Christ to embrace
the struggle of difficulty and discipline.

Hebrews 12:3-8
Consider him who endured from sinners such hostility against himself,
so that you may not grow weary or fainthearted. In your struggle
against sin you have not yet resisted to the point of shedding your
blood. And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as
sons?

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, nor be weary
when reproved by him. For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and
chastises every son whom he receives.” It is for discipline that you have
to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom his
father does not discipline? If you are left without discipline, in which all
have participated, then you are illegitimate children and not sons.

The emptiness and lacking of our lives make us sigh, cry, laugh, shout, curse,
repent, wrestle, surrender and ultimately obey. Our propensity to wander from
Christ, our lack of communion with Him, and the shallowness of our love for Him
should cause us to pause, shake our heads, shed a tear, promise to do better, and
make things right, as often as we can. There are many other causes for mourning
that assault the heart of a Christian: on every hand hypocritical religion that has a

form of godliness while denying the power thereof (2 Timothy 3:5); the awful
dishonor done to the truth of God by the false doctrines taught in countless pulpits;
the divisiveness among the Lord’s people; conflict and strife between brothers and
sisters of faith and the community. The combination of these provides occasion for
continual sorrow of heart. The awful wickedness in the world, the despising of

Christ, and untold human sufferings make us groan within ourselves. The closer the
Christian lives to God, the more he will mourn over all that dishonors Him. This is
the common experience of God’s true people (Ps. 119:53; Jer. 13:17; 14:17; Ezek.
9:4).

Next Week
They shall be comforted…
By these words Christ refers primarily to the removal of the guilt that weighs on the
conscience. This is accomplished by the Spirit’s application of the Gospel of God’s
grace to one whom He has convicted of his intense need of a Savior. The result is a
sense of free and full forgiveness through the benefits of the atoning blood of
Christ. This Divine comfort is "the peace of God, which passeth all understanding"
(Philippians 4:7), filling the heart of the one who is now assured that he is "accepted
in the Beloved" (Ephesians 1:6). God wounds before healing, and abases before He
exalts. First there is a revelation of His justice and holiness, then the making known
of His mercy and grace.

“The words "they shall be comforted" also receive a constant fulfillment in the
experience of the Christian. Though the mourner processes through his excuses
and failures, confessing them to God, yet he is comforted by the assurance that the

blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses him from all sin (1 John 1:7). Though he
groans over the dishonor done to God on every side, yet is he comforted by the
knowledge that the day is rapidly approaching when Satan shall be cast into hell
forever and when the saints shall reign with the Lord Jesus in "new heavens and a
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness" (2 Peter 3:13). Though the chastening

hand of the Lord is often laid upon him and though "no chastening for the present
seemeth to be joyous, but grievous" (Hebrews 12:11), nevertheless, he is consoled
by the realization that this is all working out for him "a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory" (2 Corinthians 4:17). Like the Apostle Paul, the believer who
is in communion with his Lord can say, "As sorrowful, yet always rejoicing" (2
Corinthians 6:10). He may often be called upon to drink of the bitter waters of

Marah, but God has planted nearby a tree to sweeten them. Yes, mourning
Christians are comforted even now by the Divine Comforter: by the ministrations of
His servants, by encouraging words from fellow Christians, and (when these are not
to hand) by the precious promises of the Word being brought home in power by
the Spirit to their hearts out of the storehouse of their memories.

“They shall be comforted." The best wine is reserved for the last. "Weeping may
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning" (Psalm 30:5). During the long
night of His absence, believers have been called to fellowship with Him who was the
Man of Sorrows. But it is written, "If... we suffer with Him.., we [shall] be also
glorified together" (Romans 8:17). What comfort and joy will be ours when shall
dawn the morning without clouds! Then "sorrow and sighing shall flee away"
(Isaiah 35:10). Then shall be fulfilled the words of the great heavenly voice in
Revelation 21:3, 4: "Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell
with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and

be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be
no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain:
for the former things are passed away."
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5.8.22
God's Remedy for Man's Malady
Fulfilling the Law: Matthew 5:4
Blessed are those who mourn for they shall be comforted. (Continued)

Let’s start with four true statements about those who Jesus blessed for mourning
with godly sorrow for the evil in this world, for their own rebellion and sin in this
world, and the overwhelming human need and effort to be satisfied by this world.

OUR MOURNING SHOULD NOT LAST FOREVER.

Psalm 30:4-5
Sing praises to the LORD, O you his saints, and give thanks to his holy
name. For his anger is but for a moment, and his favor is for a lifetime.
Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning.

MOURNING AND GODLY SORROW DOES NOT MEAN WE ARE GUILTY AND SHAMEFUL.

Hebrews 10:19-23
Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy places
by the blood of Jesus, by the new and living way that he opened for us
through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, and since we have a
great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in
full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast the

confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is
faithful.

1 Peter 2:4-6
As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of

God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living stones are being
built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual
sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands in
Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen
and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”

CONTRITION DOES NOT LEAD TO CONDEMNATION.

Romans 8:1-2, 5-6
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ
Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus
from the law of sin and death. For those who live according to the flesh
set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according
to the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. For to set the
mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace.

HUMAN BROKENNESS DOES NOT INDICATE SPIRITUAL WEAKNESS.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10
But the Lord said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of
my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me. [10] For
the sake of Christ, then, I am content with weaknesses, insults,

hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I am weak, then I am
strong.

1 Corinthians 1:26-27
For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise
according to worldly standards, not many were powerful, not many

were of noble birth. But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame
the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong;

BLESSED ARE THOSE WHO MOURN FOR THEY SHALL BE COMFORTED.

By these words Christ refers primarily to the removal of the guilt and shame that
weighs on the conscience. This is accomplished by the Holy Spirit’s work of God’s
grace in us. When we experience the conviction of God’s Spirit and hear His Word
as it seeks to clean and clear our conscience - we know that we need a Savior. The
result of acknowledging and rightly acting on that need presents a sense of free
and full forgiveness through the benefits of the redemptive sacrifice of Christ.
In this compelling (Spirit-led) and redemptive process there is a genuine and
affirming comfort for mind and heart that is correctly identified as "the peace of
God, that surpasses all human understanding" (Philippians 4:7). The heart is relieved

and the conscience cleared as the peace of God comforts the one who is now reassured and accepted (Ephesians 1:6).

Important to remember the paradoxical ways of God - He wounds before He heals,
He humbles before He exalts, and He weakens before He strengthens. But there is

a revelation of how His Kingdom’s justice and holiness are valued and implemented
before He reveals and downloads His mercy and grace.

The words "they shall be comforted" are continually being renewed and fulfilled in
the daily experience of the Christian. In our mourning with godly sorrow we process
through our excuses justifications and failures, confessing them to God, and as our

heart is unpacking our humanity the Holy Spirit is comforting us by the assurance
that the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, has cleansed us from all sin (1 John 1:7).
Though at times we wrestle with the the dishonor and disgrace done to God by the
weakness of our flesh, He comforts us by the knowledge that the day is rapidly
approaching when darkness and all evil will be cast into hell forever and the
redeemed of the Lord will reign with Him in "new heavens and a new earth,
wherein dwelleth righteousness" (2 Peter 3:13).

Though we are often chastened by the Holy Spirit we also know that the Father
chastens and disciplines those He loves. The writer of Hebrews says that "no
chastening for the present is enjoyable, but grievous" (Hebrews 12:11),
nevertheless, we are consoled by the realization that this is all these things are
working together for our good for those of us who love Him "a far more exceeding
and eternal weight of glory" (2 Corinthians 4:17).

Like the Apostle Paul, the believer who is in communion with the Lord can say, "As
sorrowful, yet always rejoicing" (2 Corinthians 6:10).

So the understanding should be this; mourning Christians are comforted by the
presence and assurance of the Holy Spirit. Blessed not only by the promises of Christ

Jesus but also by the ministry and encouragement from fellow Christians, and by
the precious promises of the Word being revealed to our hearts and minds in
power by the Spirit.

“They shall be comforted." The best wine is reserved for the last. "Weeping may
endure for a night, but joy cometh in the morning" (Psalm 30:5). Remember this

assurance, "If... we suffer with Him.., we will also be glorified together" (Romans
8:17). True and lasting comfort and joy will be ours if we make place for a spiritually
healthy contrition and godly sorrow!

Isaiah 35
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice
and blossom like the crocus; it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice
with joy and singing. They shall see the glory of the LORD, the majesty
of our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the feeble
knees. Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear not!
Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense of
God. He will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be
opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then shall the lame man
leap like a deer,

and the tongue of the mute sing for joy. For waters break forth in the
wilderness, and streams in the desert; the burning sand shall become a
pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; in the haunt of jackals,
where they lie down, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. And a
highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the

unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the
way; even if they are fools, they shall not go astray. No lion shall be
there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be
found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. And the ransomed of
the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain gladness and joy, and

sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Then shall be fulfilled the words of the great heavenly voice in Revelation 21:3, 4:
"Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them,
and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be
their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall
be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any
more pain: for the former things are passed away."

[Reference and Resource]: The Beatitudes: An Exposition of Matthew 5:1-12 by
Thomas Watson; The Beatitudes by Arthur W. Pink; Reading The Sermon on the
Mount by John Stott; An Exegetical Study of the Sermon on the Mount by
Abernathy, David, Tehan, Thomas; Lexham Theological Word Study by Magnum,
Douglass, Brown; Word Studies in the New Testament by Vincent, Marvin R.

5.15.22
God's Remedy for Man's Malady
Fulfilling the Law: Matthew 5:5
“Blessed are the Meek, for They Shall Inherit the Earth.

Today we are going to take the long way home. If you are in a hurry this never
makes sense. But if you have given yourself the time and understand the benefit of
the journey then is makes all the sense in the world. In the context of interpreting
scripture and understanding the meaning intended by the writer or speaker the
long way home is always the best way.

There have always been differing viewpoints as to the exact meaning and
significance of the word meek in the context for which Jesus used it in His teaching
on the mount. Some are certain it means a godly patience, or humble resignation;
other commentaries have defined “meek” as righteous forms of unselfishness, or
self-abnegation (denial). There are other interpretations of this passage that
understand the meaning of meek in this context as spiritual gentleness or passivity,
bearing afflictions and difficulty quietly or with resignation. None of these seem
wrong or off the rails yet none truly seem to capture the depth or full intent of Jesus
as He spoke in what Matthew would later recall and record as the third Beatitude.
There is an order that is missing in these other definitions that we should seek to
capture, understand, and receive.

The definition for “meekness” is found in the progression of the overall or
comprehensive meaning of Jesus teaching that day. For anyone interested this is
called “the syntactical structure” of the passage. This simply means that the

definition is better understood as part of the overall rather than simply digging
down on simply one word - to find what has become one disconnected and narrow
meaning. This is not to say that Jesus didn’t mean what He said or mean what He
said. But it does point us to the fact that His meaning of the word “meek’ is best
understood as part of His complete Sermon on the Mount teaching that was fully

directed towards the attitude and character of a submitted and surrendered
disciple (all-in follower). Long way through right? Yes it is, but worth the time and
effort to be able to understand that Jesus was defining the word “meek” that day as
“humility”.

"Blessed are the meek," or the humble, the lowly. We can follow the word “meek”

through other passages that to see it this is true. The first time the word meek
occurs in scripture is in

Numbers 12:1-3
Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the Cushite woman
whom he had married, for he had married a Cushite woman. And they
said, “Has the LORD indeed spoken only through Moses? Has he not
spoken through us also?” And the LORD heard it. Now the man Moses
was very meek, more than all people who were on the face of the earth.

In this passage the Spirit of God has pointed out a contrast between that attitude
and character of Miriam and Aaron and their brother Moses. In these verses Miriam
and Aaron are speaking out against Moses: "Has the Lord actually spoken only
through Moses? Or, has He not also spoken through us?"

The tone and context of their language betrays the pride and arrogance of their
hearts, and their self-seeking appetite for personal recognition and honor. The
antithesis or contrast of their attitude is clearly seen, "Now the man Moses was very
meek." This means that Moses was motivated by a spirit and attitude that was
opposite of the spirit and attitude of his brother and sister. Moses was humble,

lowly, and self-renouncing - he was not motivated by building his “brand” or the
“celebrity” of being the one God had chosen to speak and lead His people through.
This is echoed in the instruction of the writer of Hebrews.

Hebrews 11:23-27
By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three months by his

parents, because they saw that the child was beautiful, and they were
not afraid of the king’s edict. By faith Moses, when he was grown up,
refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, choosing rather to
be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting
pleasures of sin. He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth
than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. By faith
he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured
as seeing him who is invisible.

Clearly, Moses had turned his back on worldly honors and earthly riches,
deliberately choosing the life of a lowly pilgrim rather than that of an entitled King’s
kid. He chose the wilderness in preference to the palace. The humbleness of Moses
is seen again when Jehovah first appeared to him in Midian and instructs him to
lead His people out of Egypt. "Who am I," he said, "that I should go unto Pharaoh, and
that I should bring forth “the children of Israel out of Egypt?" (Exodus 3:11). The

humility and lowliness in these words breathe out the meaning and life of Jesus
words - Blessed are the meek! Yes, Moses was very meek. Jesus said, blessed are the
meek! There are many other Scripture texts that help us understand this and also
seem to re-direct us to the definition we determined to pursue. Here are just a few
more.

Psalms 25:9
The meek will He guide in judgment: and the meek will He teach His
way.

What can this mean but that the humble and lowly-hearted are the ones whom God

promises to counsel and instruct?

Matthew 21:5
Behold, your King comes to you, meek, and sitting on the back of a
donkey.

This is meekness revealed in the lowliness of the incarnation - God coming to us
humble and serving.

Galatians 6:1
Brothers and sisters, if a man be overtaken in a fault, you who are
spiritual (display the gift of love), restore such a one in the spirit of
meekness; considering yourself, unless you also are tempted.

It becomes obvious that this means a genuine spirit of humility is required in him or
her who desires to be used of God in restoring a struggling and sinning brother.
The point is this. We need to learn the attitude and character of Christ the Messiah,
who was "meek and lowly in heart." The latter term lowly explains the first meek.
Interesting that they are linked together again in Ephesians 4:2, where the order is

reversed "lowliness and meekness."

The order is deliberately reversed from that in Matthew 11:29. This connects the
two words and makes them us that they are synonymous one with the other.

Philippians 2:3-11

Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count
others more significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only
to his own interests, but also to the interests of others. Have this mind
among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in
the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped,
but emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, being born in the
likeness of men. And being found in human form, he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.
Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name
that is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee
should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every
tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

So the biblical etymology and theology of the word MEEK reveals a heart, attitude
and character of humility and lowliness. The context also reveals the worthy
endeavor to determine the practical practice and application of MEEK.

How does the Holy Spirit bring meekness to life and fruition in us?

5.22.22
God's Remedy for Man's Malady
Fulfilling the Law: Matthew 5:5
Blessed are the Meek, For They Shall Inherit the Earth

It is important for fully engaged Christians who have their hand to the plow to keep
in mind that the teaching of Jesus on the Beatitudes unveils a progressive order for
God’s work of grace in the lives of determined and intentional believers as we are
awakened to the blessings and relevant power of righteous and godly living.

First, there was the challenge of finding the mark with those that Jesus called “poor

of spirit: the mark was found in the acknowledgement and embrace our human
insufficiencies and nothingness without the active work and presence of God’s
Spirit. If we can find it, Jesus said, the Kingdom of heaven would belong to us.

Second, there was the call to a purposeful and timely mourning over the unsaved
and sinful malady of humankind; coupled with the expressed need for a deep godly
sorrow over the devastating impact of the present darkness and evil aggression
against God. The remedy Jesus said was the comfort and consolation of His Holy
Spirit.

Third, meekness and humility were introduced last week in verse five, as the call
came forth to surrender the intentions of our heart, the transformation of our
worldly and arrogant attitudes, and for the recalibration and righteous re-set of our
personal character. The meekness and humility would culminate and manifest itself
as favor and blessing here on earth.

For those whom are allowing to the Spirit of God to lead us into this surrender and
subsequent change, it is truly producing a sense of nothingness and of need, as
ones being brought low and laid into the dust before God.

The sensation and realization of God being allowed once and for all to make literal
and lasting change in us is valued far more than the words needed to describe it
are worth. Two passages of scripture came immediately to mind.

Psalm 139:1-12
O LORD, you have searched me and known me! You know when I sit

down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar. You
search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my
ways. Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O LORD, you know it
altogether. You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon
me. Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high; I cannot attain
it. Where shall I go from your Spirit?

Or where shall I flee from your presence? If I ascend to heaven, you are
there! If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! If I take the wings of the
morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, even there your
hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me. If I say, “Surely
the darkness shall cover me, and the light about me be night,” even the
darkness is not dark to you; the night is bright as the day, for darkness
is as light with you.

2 Corinthians 10:3-6
For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh,
for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely
powerful for the destruction of fortresses. We are destroying
speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of

God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of
Christ, and we are ready to punish all disobedience, whenever your
obedience is complete.

The weapons that the apostles used were the searching, deeply persuasive, and
humbling truths of Scripture. As these truths were weaponized by the Spirit of God

and not the flesh of men the light of the world in Christ Jesus pulled down the
strongholds of sin, death, and darkness, and exposed clearly the deep-seeded
hostilities and self-righteous pride where ungodly men often take refuge. Nothing is
new under the sun…The battle-lines and weapons required for spiritual war against
all-unrighteousness and the kingdom of heaven are the same today for both sides good and evil. Proud, arrogant, immoral imaginations or reasonings—the enmity of
the human mind and the aggressive opposition to a new life of salvation and
redemption; the regenerated and renewed mind now captive and obedient to
Christ, and finally, the singular and narrow path to God in and through Ye’shua the
Messiah.

Simply put, we desired to stand before God on the basis of personal merits and
accomplishments; we would prefer to exchange our idea of good deeds for our
salvation; it is our human nature to win heaven by our own doing. God’s way of
salvation is too humbling to suit the carnal mind, for it removes all ground for

boasting. Until now. Until the moment we surrender ourselves before Christ as
ones poor in spirit, capable of mourning with godly sorrow, in and attitude of
meekness and humility. And in that moment of complete surrender we have
accessed the blessing and favor of God, and unleashed the arsenal and weaponry
of heaven against the prince and power of darkness in this world.

I love the connection here to the story of Naaman. Let me read it to you from the
New Living Translation.

2 Kings 5:1–19
The king of Aram had great admiration for Naaman, the commander of

his army, because through him the Lord had given Aram great victories.
But though Naaman was a mighty warrior, he suffered from leprosy.

At this time Aramean raiders had invaded the land of Israel, and among
their captives was a young girl who had been given to Naaman’s wife as
a maid. One day the girl said to her mistress, “I wish my master would
go to see the prophet in Samaria. He would heal him of his leprosy.”
So Naaman told the king what the young girl from Israel had said. “Go
and visit the prophet,” the king of Aram told him. “I will send a letter of
introduction for you to take to the king of Israel.” So Naaman started
out, carrying as gifts 750 pounds of silver, 150 pounds of gold, and ten
sets of clothing. The letter to the king of Israel said: “With this letter I
present my servant Naaman. I want you to heal him of his leprosy.”
When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes in dismay
and said, “Am I God, that I can give life and take it away? Why is this

man asking me to heal someone with leprosy? I can see that he’s just
trying to pick a fight with me.”

But when Elisha, the man of God, heard that the king of Israel had torn
his clothes in dismay, he sent this message to him: “Why are you so

upset? Send Naaman to me, and he will learn that there is a true
prophet here in Israel.”

So Naaman went with his horses and chariots and waited at the door of
Elisha’s house. But Elisha sent a messenger out to him with this
message: “Go and wash yourself seven times in the Jordan River. Then

your skin will be restored, and you will be healed of your leprosy.”

But Naaman became angry and stalked away. “I thought he would
certainly come out to meet me!” he said. “I expected him to wave his
hand over the leprosy and call on the name of the Lord his God and heal
me! Aren’t the rivers of Damascus, the Abana and the Pharpar, better
than any of the rivers of Israel? Why shouldn’t I wash in them and be
healed?” So Naaman turned and went away in a rage.

But his officers tried to reason with him and said, “Sir, if the prophet
had told you to do something very difficult, wouldn’t you have done it?
So you should certainly obey him when he says simply, ‘Go and wash
and be cured!’ ” So Naaman went down to the Jordan River and dipped
himself seven times, as the man of God had instructed him. And his skin
became as healthy as the skin of a young child, and he was healed!

It was in that moment when Naaman bowed before the humbling word of God’s
servant that he was healed of his leprosy. In the same way, when we in meekness
and humility own our humanity, Divine favor is shown to us. We receive the Divine
words of Jesus: "Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth." Speaking

anticipatively through Isaiah, the Savior said, "The Lord hath anointed Me to preach
good tidings unto the meek" (Isa. 61:1). And again it is written, "For the Lord taketh
pleasure in His people: He will beautify the meek with salvation" (Ps. 149:4)

While humility of soul in bowing to God’s way of salvation is the primary application
of the third Beatitude, it must not be limited to that. Meekness is also an intrinsic

aspect of the "fruit of the Spirit" that is manifested and produced through the
Christian follower (Galatians 5:22, 23). It is that quality of spirit that is found in one
who has been mentored to meekness and temperance by discipline and suffering
and brought into a sweet surrender to the purposes and will of God. When we put
this into practice, it is that grace in the us that causes us to endure difficulty and
hardship, insults and injuries, that makes us ready in humility to esteem and
consider others more highly than ourself (Philippians 2:3). We are learning to
ascribe all that is good in us to the sovereign grace of God.

On the other hand, true meekness is not weakness. A striking proof of this is
furnished in Acts 16:35-37. The apostles had been wrongfully beaten and cast into
prison. On the next day the magistrates gave orders for their release, but Paul said
to their agents, "Let them come themselves and fetch us out." God-given meekness
can stand up for God-given rights. When one of the officers smote our Lord, He

answered, "If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but if well, why smitest
thou Me?" (John 18:23).

The spirit of meekness was perfectly exemplified only by the Lord Jesus Christ, who
was "meek and lowly in heart." In His people this blessed spirit fluctuates,

oftentimes beclouded by risings up of the flesh. Of Moses it is said, "They provoked
his spirit, so that he spake unadvisedly with his lips" (Ps. 106:33). Ezekiel says of
himself: "I went in bitterness, in the heat of my spirit; but the hand of the Lord was
strong upon me" (Ezek. 3:14). Of Jonah, after his miraculous deliverance, we read:
"It displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he was very angry (Jonah 4:1). Even the
humble Barnabas parted from Paul in a bitter temper (Acts 15:37-39). What

warnings are these! How much we need to learn of Christ!”

“Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth." Our Lord was alluding to,
and applying, Psalm 37:11. The promise seems to have both a literal and spiritual
meaning: "The meek shall inherit the earth; and shall delight themselves in the
abundance of peace." The meek are those who have the greatest joy and
recognition for the good things in the present life. Delivered from a greedy and
grasping spirit, they are content with the things God has given and blessed. "A little
that a righteous man hath is better than the riches of many wicked" (Psalm 37:16).
Contentment of mind and heart is one of the fruits of meekness of spirit. The
arrogant, proud, and restless do not "inherit the earth," though they may own many
acres of it. The humble Christian has far more enjoyment in a humble home than
the unrighteous has in a mansion. "Better is little with the fear of the Lord than great
treasure and trouble therewith" (Proverbs 15:16).

"The meek shall inherit the earth." As we have said, this third Beatitude is an allusion
to Psalm 37:11. It is very likely that Jesus was using Old Testament language to
reveal New Covenant truth. Like He did with the flesh and blood "bombshell" of John
6:50-58 and the abruptness of the "born of water" revelation of John 3:5. These are
more than what is generated on the surface - they regenerate a deeper spiritual

meaning. It is the same here with Jesus words "inherit the earth or land." Both in
Hebrew and in Greek, the principal terms rendered by our English words earth and
land may be translated either literally or spiritually, depending upon the context.

His words, literally understood, are, "they shall inherit the land," i.e., "the land of
promise." He speaks of the blessings of the new economy and value system in the

language of Old Testament prophecy. As the people of God, the body of Christ
under the New Covenant and grace to "inherit the land" is to enjoy the unique and
designed blessings of the people of God under the new economy and value system;
it is to become inheritors of the blessing and favor of Christ while in this world but
not of this world, heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ [Romans 8:17].

Ephesians 3:1-10
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed
us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 4 even
as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5 he predestined us
for adoption to himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the
purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he
has blessed us in the Beloved. 7 In him we have redemption through his
blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his

grace, 8 which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and insight 9 making
known to us the mystery of his will, according to his purpose, which he
set forth in Christ 10 as a plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things
in him, things in heaven and things on earth.

[Reference and Resource]: The Beatitudes: An Exposition of Matthew 5:1-12 by
Thomas Watson; The Beatitudes by Arthur W. Pink; Reading The Sermon on the
Mount by John Stott; An Exegetical Study of the Sermon on the Mount by
Abernathy, David, Tehan, Thomas; Lexham Theological Word Study by Magnum,

Douglass, Brown; Word Studies in the New Testament by Vincent, Marvin R.

6.5.22 / 6.12.22
God's Remedy for Man's Malady
Fulfilling the Law: Matthew 5:6

Matthew 5:6

Blessed are those hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be
satisfied.

In the first three Beatitudes we are called upon to witness the spiritual growth and
maturity of one who has been awakened or "woke" by the Spirit of God. First, there
is a sense of need, and a sobering realization of my humanity and emptiness

without God. Second, there is a moral inventory of self, a consciousness of my guilt,
and a godly contrition and sorrow over my lost condition in an evil world. Third,
there is a conscious and deliberate ending of seeking to justify myself before God,
and full abandonment of all arrogant pretenses to personal merit and selfpromotion. We take our place like the rest of the humble and righteous - in the
dust before God.

Here, in the fourth Beatitude, Jesus continues to turn the eye of the soul away from
self and upward toward God. This has significant meaning and purpose: there is a
longing after a righteousness (goodness) that we urgently need but know in our
heart we do not fully possess - it will only be found through a deep hunger and
thirst for the presence and revelation of God the Father in Ye'shua the Messiah.
There has been way too much spiritual posturing and chest beating as to the
precise context of the word righteousness in this present text. The best way to
interpret and understand its intended meaning and significance is to go back to the

Old Testament Scriptures where the term righteousness is first used, and then to
shine a brighter light provided by the New Covenant in Ye'shua - Jesus in the biblical
theology rich New Testament Epistles.

Listen to Isaiah the ancient Messianic prophet

Isaiah 45:8
"Drop down, you heavens, from above, and let the skies pour down
righteousness: let the earth open, and let them bring forth salvation,
and let righteousness spring up together; I the Lord have created it."

The first half of this verse refers, in figurative language, to the advent (coming) of
Christ to this earth; the second half to His resurrection, when He was
"raised again for our justification"
Romans 4:25

Isaiah 46:12-13
“Listen to me, you stubborn of heart, you who are far from
righteousness: I bring near my righteousness; it is not far off, and my
salvation will not delay; I will put salvation in Zion, for Israel my glory.”

Isaiah 51:5
“My righteousness draws near, my salvation has gone out,and my arms
will judge the peoples; the coastlands hope for me, and for my arm they
wait.”

Isaiah 56:1
“Thus says the LORD: Keep justice, and do righteousness, for soon my
salvation will come, and my righteousness be revealed.”

Isaiah 61:10
"I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul will be joyful in my God; for He
has clothed me with the garments of salvation, He has covered me with
the robe of righteousness."

These passages make it clear that God’s righteousness is synonymous with God’s

salvation. The Scriptures cited above are unfolded in Paul’s Epistle to the Romans,
where the Gospel receives its fullest exposition.

In Romans 1:16, 17, Paul says,
"For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God
unto salvation to every one that believes; to the Jew first, and also to
the Greek. For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith
to faith."

In Romans 3:22-24 we read,
"Even the righteousness of God which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all
and upon all them that believe: for there is no difference: For all have
sinned, and come short of the glory of God; Being justified freely by His
grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus."

In Romans 5:19, Paul makes this declaration is made:
"For as by one man’s disobedience many were made [legally
constituted] sinners, so by the obedience of One shall many be made
[legally constituted] righteous."

In Romans 10:4, he instructs that
"Christ is the end of the Law for righteousness to every one that
believes.”

“The sinner is destitute of righteousness, for there is none righteous,
not even one" (Romans 3:10).

In Christ, God has provided for all who believe and follow Him a pure and perfect
righteousness - not contrived or driven by unrestrained heart of men. This
righteousness, satisfies all the demands of God’s holy Law against our sin; but the
high price and heavy lifting for this assured salvation was all done by our
replacement - Jesus. He was judged for our sin and died in our place. The
righteousness that is Christ is now imputed to (that is, legally credited to our
account) the believing sinner. Just as the sins of God’s people were all transferred to
Christ, so His righteousness is placed upon them.

II Corinthians 5:21
For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God.

These words are a concise summary of biblical (not man’s) teaching regarding the
critical subject of the perfect righteousness that God requires of us, and the
righteousness that is ours by faith in the Savior, Jesus Christ.

“Blessed are those who do hunger and thirst for righteousness." Hungering

and thirsting expresses fierce and fervent desire, of that which the soul is acutely
conscious.

First, the Holy Spirit brings before the heart the holy requirements of God. He
reveals to us His perfect standard, which He can never lower. He reminds us that

except your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and
Pharisees, ye shall in no case enter into the Kingdom of heaven"
Matthew 5:20

Second, the trembling soul, conscious of its own abject poverty and realizing its
complete inability to measure up to God’s requirements, sees no help in itself - the
soul is empty. This painful discovery causes the soul to mourn and groan. Has your
soul ever grieved the emptiness without the goodness and righteous of God in
Christ Jesus?

Third, the Holy Spirit then creates in the human soul a deep "hunger and thirst"
that causes the convicted sinner to look for relief and remedy, to seek a source
outside of itself. The believing eye is then directed to Christ, who is
"THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS"
Jeremiah 23:6

Psalm 121:1-2
I lift up my eyes to the hills. From where does my help come? My help
comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth.

Hebrews 12:1-2

Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us,
let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily
entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before
us, fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for
the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has
sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

Like the previous Beatitudes, verse six describes a twofold experience. Jesus is
obviously referring to more than a general interest or curiosity when He says,
blessed are those who hunger and thirst. He is teaching about a hunger that is
more like a craving appetite that cannot be completely satisfied - a thirsting that is a
"life depends on it" passionate drive, or an irresistible and compelling spiritual pull
towards an irresistible force. It is the deep and overwhelming draw of the Holy
Spirit that occurs before a sinner turns to Christ by faith. But this hunger and thirst
is not just an isolated experience, event, or a single moment - as in “remember that
time I got so thirsty”? Jesus teaches of a continual longing that is perpetuated in the
heart of every true follower and renewed heart until his or her dying day.

“As a deer pants for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God.”
Psalm 42:1

This longing is for Christ. He is our righteousness. Day after day after day we
hunger and thirst - we long for Him until we become more like Him and less like us.
In the "hunger and thirsting process" we become the righteousness of God in Christ
Jesus, because we are becoming like Jesus. Made in Christ not made in us. Looked
at through a wider lens - we conform to Him, not Him to us. In our continuous

desire to conform to Him we are transformed into His image and likeness. His
righteous likeness. We conform to be transformed. There is no other way to
become the righteousness of God in Christ.

The text presents such a paradox that it is evident that no human mind could have
ever thought or invented it. Can one who has been brought into union with Him

who is the Bread of Life in whom all fullness dwells be found still hungering and
thirsting? Probably not. Yet, this is the experience of the renewed heart and
transformed life.

Note here the tense of the verb in the original Greek text: it is not "Blessed are
they which have hungered and thirsted," but "Blessed are they which do
hunger and thirst." Not a past or one-time experience or made for TV event, but
rather, active or fluid - a daily way of living, a pursuit for life itself. Hungering and
thirsting after righteousness has always been the pursuit and active experience of
God’s true saints.

Philippians 3:8-14
More than that, I count all things to be loss in view of the surpassing
value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the
loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may gain Christ,

and may be found in Him, not having a righteousness of my own
derived from the Law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the
righteousness which comes from God on the basis of faith, that I may
know Him and the power of His resurrection and the fellowship of His
sufferings, being conformed to His death; in order that I may attain to

the resurrection from the dead. Not that I have already obtained it or
have already become perfect, but I press on so that I may lay hold of
that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus. Brethren, I do not
regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting
what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on
toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

“They will be filled."

Like the first part of our text, this also has a double fulfillment, both as an initial
experience and as a continuous blessing, favor and grace. When God creates a
hunger and a thirst in the soul, it is so that He will satisfy it. When we, the poor, the
meek, the mourner, and the hunger and thirsty sinner finally discover our true
need for Christ, it is to that end that we are drawn to Him and led to embrace Him
as our only righteousness before a holy God. We delight in confessing Christ as our
new-found righteousness and to give Him and only Him the credit and glory.

Our hunger is satisfied and our thirst is quenched. We are filled with Christ. Now,
we are His righteousness and will experience an ongoing filling: not with excessive
wine or food, but with the Spirit.

We are to be
"filled with the peace of God that passes all understanding"
Philippians 4:7

We who are trusting in the righteousness of Christ will one day be filled with divine

blessing without any form or feeling of sorrow; we will be filled with praise and
thanksgiving to Him. The reality is this - He has brought about everything that is
good and righteous in us. The visible work of love and obedience in us as the true
evidence of His saving work in and for us.

In this world,

"He has filled the hungry with good things"
Luke 1:53

"such as this world can neither give to nor withhold from those who
seek the Lord"
Psalms 34:10

He gives such goodness and mercy to us, who are
"the sheep of His pasture, that our cups run over"
Psalms 23:5, 6

Yet all that we presently enjoy is nothing more than a small sample of what
"God has prepared for them that love Him"
1 Corinthians 2:9

In the eternal state of being, when the corruptible will put on the incorruptible we
will be filled with perfect holiness.

As 1 John 3:2 says,
“we will be like Him."

We will be finished and done with sin forever. Then we will "hunger and thirst" no
more - once and for all we will be filled.

Final Thoughts
Do not be led astray by a form of godliness or righteousness that does not
consistently and rightly represent the kingdom of God and the genuine ways and
will of God and His call to holy and righteous living.

2 Timothy 3:1-7
But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. For men
will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers,
disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable,
malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good,
treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers

of God, holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its
power; Avoid such men as these. For among them are those who enter
into households and captivate the weak and vulnerable weighed down
with sins, led on by various impulses, always learning and never able to
come to the knowledge of the truth.

Identify and note those around you who desire to teach, lead, instruct, and who
seek to control others - yet they themselves do not have the personal courage,
discipline, or conviction, to righteously close the gap of contradiction between what
they teach and instruct and how they conduct and live their own lives. Do not follow
them, do not encourage or bless them, do not receive the message they teach, and
do not share the opinions they are passing on. This is most certainly not the
righteousness of God in Christ Jesus - taught by Jesus. It is however, a form of
godliness that does not possess or contain the true power of God. The message
they teach will not stand up to the times of difficulty, trouble, and the real

persecution that resists and seeks to come against the genuine and eternal
righteousness of God.

Romans 1:16-18
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for

salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the
Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith,
as it is written, “The righteous shall live by faith.”

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness
and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness suppress

the truth.

The righteous will live by faith and in faithfulness. The proclamation and call of
Jesus at Galilee that day was to hunger and thirst for righteousness and for the
people of God to seek first His kingdom and His righteousness and the blessings,
favor, and covering would follow. We do not hunger for or fallow after blessings we
hunger for and seek for the righteousness of God and then all we need will be
added to us. We will be filled.

6.26.22
God's Remedy for Man's Malady
Fulfilling the Law: Matthew 5:7

Matthew 5:7

Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.

In the first four Beatitudes, there is a definitive progression for spiritual renewal
and real life transformation. This was clearly one of the intended purposes of Jesus’
teaching that day on the shore of Galilee.

First, there is a discovery of the fact that I am nothing, have nothing, and can do
nothing—poverty of spirit.

Second, there is conviction of sin, a consciousness of guilt producing godly
sorrow—mourning.

Third, there is a renouncing of self-dependence and a taking of my place in the
dust before God—meekness/humility.

Fourth, there follows an intense longing after Christ and His salvation—hungering
and thirsting after righteousness.

In the context of modern cultures feelings-first feelings-based behavioral process
the progression of Jesus’ first four Beatitudes sends out an accountability responsibility - “clean out your closet” vibe that is mistakenly interpreted by the

“feelings are my reality” mindset with negativity. That is a wrong interpretation of
Jesus teaching, and is a great distance from His intended meaning. His calling is for
the hearer to acknowledge what is broken within our mind, emotion, and character
and use it to build the desire and yearning for that which is desirable and blessed honesty, contrite, humble, and righteous.

The shift is noticeable in the next four Beatitudes as we are introduced to the
manifestation of goodness and righteousness in the believer for follower of Christ the fruits of a new creation and the blessings of a conformed and transformed
character. This reminds us, once more, the importance of noting the priority and
order in which God’s truth is presented and subsequently revealed to us.

“Blessed are the Merciful - for They Will Obtain Mercy."

This text has been perverted by recognition affirmation seekers - those who insist
on interpreting the Bible as a self-serving salvation by works process. That
interpretation of Matthew 5:7 is an error and those who live in its neediness need
to be told so. Nothing could be further from the truth or more opposite His
intended meaning and purpose. The purpose of Jesus was not to establish a faulty
foundation upon which the sinner’s hope of mercy from God can find rest, but
rather it was to reveal and shine light on the character of His genuine disciples. Let’s
take a look and see.

Mercifulness is a virtuous character, not a virtue signal. According to Jesus
teaching, mercy is essential to modeling (conforming) and living (transforming) the
righteous and holy character to which God has inseparably connected the

enjoyment of His own sovereign kindness. So, there is nothing whatever in this
verse that supports or interprets Merciful or Mercy as a works-based signal for
merit system religions and denominations.

The biblical context of “Blessed are the merciful” holds one of several keys to its

interpretation and intended meaning. In the preceding verse, verse 6, the soul is
seen hungering and thirsting after Christ, and then being continually filled by Him.
Here in verse 7, we are shown the first evidence and outcomes of this filling. Having
been shown and given mercy of the Lord God, the new creation in Christ now
shows and shares that same mercy to others. Before you go there, it is not that God
requires us to BE merciful in order that we become entitled to His mercy, for that

would overthrow the whole plan and purpose of the righteousness of God.

Let’s clarify - there is no entitlement here in this beatitude message.

We are not entitled to anything - we are graciously and mercifully given
everything.

It interprets and concludes like this:

But having freely received His unimaginable mercy, I cannot respond in any
other way but act and re-act mercifully toward others.

What is Mercifulness?

[Greek]; οἰκτίρμων (e-lee-mon): pertaining to showing mercy or compassion;
kindness and empathy—in a number of languages expressions involving showing
mercy or being merciful are expressed in highly idiomatic ways, for example, ‘to
show one’s heart toward, to feel in one’s stomach for, to have one’s heart go out
toward, or ‘to treat as a loving child.’

[Hebrew]; ( ַרחּוםrǎ-ḥûm): compassionate, merciful, favorable, i.e., pertaining to
showing favor, and not punishment as is often deserved, implying a forgiving
relationship.

Within the overall structural context of the Sermon on the Mount teaching of Jesus,

we can define merciful rightly. Jesus spent most of the day redefining the heart
condition and character template for the Righteousness God and His Kingdom. The
idea or virtue of being merciful had become nearly obsolete within the dogmatic
religious practices and the socio-racial prejudices.

[English] modern; (merciful): the kind and loving attitude and action toward my
neighbor, my brother, and my sister, as a serving and sharing part of the Christian
community.

-

It is a kindness and giving that frequently senses and discerns the miseries and
struggles of others - courageously and faithfully doing something about it.

-

It is a spirit that regards with compassion the sufferings of the afflicted.

-

It is a gracious leniency towards an offender and to scorn the taking of
revenge.

-

It is a forgiving spirit; it is a non-retaliating spirit; it is a spirit that
surrenders all self-vindication and would not return an injury for an injury, but
rather returns good in the place of evil and love in the place of hatred.

That is merciful.

“Mercy being received by the forgiven and nurtured soul, the soul that has learned to
value and appreciate the beauty of mercy, and yearns to exercise toward other offenders
similar grace to that which is exercised towards one’s self.” – Dr. A. T. Pierson

The source of this merciful mind and heart is not to be attributed to anything in the
fallen flesh of our human nature. It is true that there are some who do not profess
or confess to being Christian or being a person of faith yet we often see attitudes
and acts of kindness, sympathy for the suffering, and a readiness to forgive those
who have wronged them. Honorable as this may be, from a purely human
perception, it falls far below that mercifulness on which Christ proclaimed His
blessing and favor. The amiability of the flesh has no spiritual (eternal) value - its
movements are not navigated by a Scriptural compass nor implemented with any
reference or acknowledgement to the goodness of God. The mercifulness of this
fifth Beatitude is that spontaneous organic outflow of a heart that is captivated by,
and in love with, the mercy of God.

7.10.22
God's Remedy for Man's Malady
Fulfilling the Law: Matthew 5:7

The mercifulness of our verse 7 text is the spiritual fruit of the new nature and new

creation born of the Holy Spirit within the surrendered child of God. It is put into
practice when we contemplate and consider the wondrous grace, compassion, and
long-suffering patience of God toward someone as unworthy as ourselves. The
more I consider God’s sovereign mercy to me, the more I think of the forever fire
and hell from which I have been continuously delivered - all made possible through
the sufferings and sacrifice of the Lord Jesus. The more conscious I am of my

indebtedness and gratitude for His grace and mercy, the more merciful I am
determined to act toward those who wrong me, work to undermine and speak
negatively of me. It leads me to pray...

Father, I beg You for a full and righteous heart of mercy towards those who blame and
hate me.

Being merciful is one of the undeniable attributes/virtues of the spiritual nature
that one receives as a new creation in Christ Jesus. Mercifulness in the people of
God is a clear reflection of the endless mercy that is found in the character and
nature of our heavenly Father - He is merciful. Being merciful is one of the natural
and necessary consequences of a merciful Christ indwelling us. It may not always
be practiced or given; it may at times be resisted or repressed by the weakness of
our flesh. But when the core character and main traits of a Christian are recalled
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and spoken of by others it is clear that mercifulness is an unmistakable trait of one
who followed and obeyed Christ.

Psalm 37:21
"The wicked borrows, and does not pay back; but the righteous shows

mercy, and gives freely."

Here are a few Biblical examples of the mercy Jesus taught and blessed...

-

It was mercy in Abraham, after he had been wronged by his nephew Lot, that
caused him to petition and secure his deliverance from the destruction of
Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 14:1-16).

-

It was mercy on the part of Joseph, after his brethren had so grievously
mistreated him, that caused him to freely forgive them (Genesis 50:15-21).

-

It was mercy in Moses, after Miriam had rebelled against him and the Lord had
smitten her with leprosy, that “caused him to cry, "Heal her now, O God, I beseech
You" (Numbers 12:13).

-

It was mercy that caused David to spare the life of his enemy Saul when that
wicked king was in his hands (1 Samuel 24:1-22; 26:1-25).

In Romans 12:8 the Apostle Paul gives significant instruction regarding the right
spirit in which mercy is to be practiced and shared: "he that shows mercy" is to do so

"with cheerfulness." The context here is of course to giving money for the help and
support of poor or those in circumstantial need, but the principle of the merciful
really applies to all compassion shown to the afflicted.
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Mercy should be motivated out of personal gratitude and shared cheerfully, to give
witness that it is not only done voluntarily but that it is also a joy and pleasure. If
someone has to ask, "can you please show a little mercy here", we probably have
missed our "blessed are the merciful window." Mercy cheerfully and lovingly shared
considers the feelings of the one needing mercy, and comforts the sorrow of the

one who is suffering. To add to that, we must understand it is the sincerity and
quality of cheerfulness that gives most value to the mercy given. The Greek word
for merciful in this context is eleemon or eleos and carries the meaning of one who is
happy, joyful, eager, a contentment or pleasantness that makes the merciful giver
like a comforting and warming the heart to the afflicted. The scripture tells us that
"God loves a cheerful giver" (2 Corinthians 9:7), which is why the spirit in which we

respond to His call to becoming merciful a significant one.

The second part of the verse 7 says,

“For they will obtain mercy."

These words express a principle or law that God has ordained in His lordship and
covering over our lives here on earth. It is summarized in that familiar passage in
Galatians 6:7: "Whatever a man sows, that will he also reap". The Christian who is
merciful in his dealings with others will receive merciful treatment at the hands and
heart of his fellow brothers and sisters in Christ.

Matthew 7:2
"for with what measure you judge, it will be measured back to you
again"
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Proverbs 21:21
"He that follows after righteousness and mercy finds life,
righteousness, and honor."

Proverbs 11:17
"The merciful man does good to his own soul."

There is an inward satisfaction in the exercise of benevolence and pity to which the
highest gratification of the selfish man is not to be compared.

Proverbs 14:21
"Happy is he that has mercy on the poor.”

So this is what mercy must become to us - there is no other way.
"For they will obtain mercy."

Not only does the merciful Christian grow from the happiness and contentment
that is filling and nurturing his or her own soul through the willful practice of this
grace - but the promise of Jesus is that a full measure of mercifulness will come
back to us when we need it most from those whom we have been merciful.

Psalm 18:25
“With the merciful you show yourself merciful; with the blameless man
you show yourself blameless.”

4

On the other hand, Jesus admonished and instructed with these words:

Matthew 6:15
"But if you do not forgive men their trespasses, neither will your Father
forgive your trespasses."

The apostle Paul would follow in the same context.

Ephesians 2:4-7
But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he
loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive

together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and raised us up
with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of
his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

“For they will obtain mercy."

Like the promises attached to the previous Beatitudes, this one also looks forward
to the future and the world to come for its final fulfillment.

Jude 17-25
But you must remember, beloved, the predictions of the apostles of our
Lord Jesus Christ. They said to you, “In the last time there will be
scoffers, following their own ungodly passions.” It is these who cause
divisions, worldly people, devoid of the Spirit. But you, beloved,
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building yourselves up in your most holy faith and praying in the Holy
Spirit, keep yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy of our
Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal life. And have mercy on those
who doubt; save others by snatching them out of the fire; to others
show mercy with fear, hating even the garment stained by the flesh.

Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you
blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only
God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty,
dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen.
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7.31.22
Biblical Remedy for Man's Malady
Fulfilling the Law: Matthew 5:8
Blessed are the pure in heart for they will see God.

Blessed are the Pure in Heart
There are differing thoughts as to whether the words of Yeshua refer to the new
heart received at regeneration (new life) or to that cleansing and purifying process
of moral character that results from the continual work of God’s grace in the heart,
mind, and spirit of the believer. It seems right that Jesus was referring to both the
hopeful new believer and the intentional follower who is now hungering and

thirsting for the righteousness of God. And, although the importance of the order in
which Jesus places this particular beatitude is not significant, it again, does seem
right that the purity of heart with which He proclaims His blessing is referring to that
internal cleansing that comes with the new birth in Christ - being made new. Since
we know firsthand that there is no inward purity that exists in the natural man
(apart from God), the purity attributed and credited by Christ to the man seeking
godliness should be tracked backwards to its beginnings, to the Spirit’s sovereign
work of regeneration.

From the repentant heart of the Psalmist we hear,

Psalm 51:6-10
Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being,and you teach me
wisdom in the secret heart. Purge me with hyssop, and I will be clean;
wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. Purge me with hyssop, and I
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will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. Let me hear joy
and gladness; let the bones that you have broken rejoice. Hide your face
from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Create in me a clean heart,
O God, and renew a right spirit within me.

This spiritual purity that God demands and provides for penetrates far beyond the
mere outward actions and reformations that make up such a large part of the
perception that Christians want to put ou there. Much of what we have seen
around us is a perception religion—the perception of one thing and in reality
another. Or worse yet, an intellectual or head religion that pushes out what we
know yet unsubstantiated by how we live. Jesus confirmed this as he taught his

audience by the Sea of Galilee that day that God "looks on the heart" when said,
“Blessed are the pure in heart.”

1 Samuel 16:7
But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the
height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the LORD sees
not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD
looks on the heart.”

The author is saying that God looks upon the whole inner being, including the level
of understanding, the motives and affections, and obviously the will (surrendered
or unsurrendered). Because God looks within He must give a "new heart" to His
people and blessed are those who have received it - it is a pure heart that is
acceptable and good to the one who gives.
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Ezekiel 36:25-27
I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. And I will give
you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will
remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh.

And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes
and be careful to obey my rules.

Since we have concluded that this sixth Beatitude considers both the new heart
received at regeneration and the transformation of character that follows God’s
work of grace in the heart, mind, and soul. It is important to look at this cleansing

and purifying process in a practical way of daily application - where do I find this
truth it when I need it most?

If we have learned anything in this unpacking of biblical truth it is surely that the
“pure in heart” Jesus blesses is an inclusive process. An inclusive process meant for
the entire being of the one who seeks His righteousness - heart, mind, and spirit.
Here is a four-stage process to use as step-by-step application.

First, there is a "washing of regeneration." This is characterized by the evidence of
new life, renewed mind, new heart, and a new name.

Colossians 3:9-10
Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with
its practices 10 and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in
knowledge after the image of its creator.
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Titus 3:5-7
For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves to
various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy,
hated by others and hating one another. But when the goodness and

loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of
works done by us in righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by
the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he
poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being
justified by his grace we might become heirs according to the hope of
eternal life.

Secondly, from this new life-cleansed life we understand there is a “moral cleansing
of the affections”, which are now prioritized by those things set-above, and not
those things set-below.

James 4:8-10
Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands,
you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. Be wretched
and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and
your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt
you.

Colossians 3:1-3
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on
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things that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

Thirdly, this process is not merely a heart-centric or one of emotive affections - it is
clearly intended as to be spiritually holistic - heart, mind and soul as the “cleaning

of the conscience” is prioritized as well. I fully believe that this is connected to the
renewing of the mind - the mind that is made new.

Ephesians 4:20-24
But that is not the way you learned Christ!— assuming that you have
heard about him and were taught in him, as the truth is in Jesus, 22 to

put off your old self, which belongs to your former manner of life and is
corrupt through deceitful desires, 23 and to be renewed in the spirit of
your minds, 24 and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of
God in true righteousness and holiness.

Hebrews 10:21-23
Since we have a great priest over the house of God, let us draw near
with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled
clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.
Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for he
who promised is faithful.

This promise refers to the removal of the tormenting and the relentless replay of
conscious guilt and shame. I believe this “pure heart” cleaning process also includes
the healing of mind and spirit. The resiliency and resolution needed for re-
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establishing hope for navigating the trauma-related events and circumstances of
life.

Finally, we are moved to the inward realization that, "being justified by faith", we
are finding the kind of peace with God that allows for hope and promise. Difficulty

and suffering have finally found meaning and purpose for something good something other than simply pain, anxiety, and depression.

Romans 5:1
Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ. Through him we have also obtained

access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope
of the glory of God. Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings,
knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces
character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us to
shame, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
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